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Indoor Game
Cold, wet, windy weather have you 
stuck in the house and your Weim has 
the zoomies? Here’s an indoor game 
that is a favorite of my girls. 

THE GO FIND GAME
Hide treats or toys around the house 
and then let your Weim hunt for 
them. You’ll need to determine first if 
your Weim is more toy motivated or 
food motivated. Ellie is obsessed with 
her ball, so hiding her ball is quite 
sufficient, but Bella could care less 
about toys, so it’s treats for her. 

I usually hide the toys or treats in 
another part of the house. You can 
even combine it as an obedience 
lesson at the same time by having 
your dog hold a sit/stay until you 
release it to “Go Find.” When you first 
introduce this game to your dog, 
make it easy. Show them that you are 
hiding the item and then tell them to 
“Go Find.” Little by little, hide the 
items further away. At first, hide it in 
easy places like a corner where they 
can still see it. Gradually increase the 
complexity of the game by hiding it in 

continued on page 3

In the December issue, we looked at 
the technical aspects of getting 
good portraits of your Blue 
Weimaraner. In this issue, we’ll talk 
about working with your dog.

SIT. STAY. HAPPY.
One of the most useful things for 
getting a great portrait is to make 

sure that your dog knows the 
commands Sit & Stay. Equally 
important though is that this is not 
perceived as a punishment. When 
your dog is in a stay, praise them 
and give them treats. I know it’s 
frustrating when it seems like your 
dog won’t cooperate for a photo 

I’m Ready for my Close-up

UKC LIFTS DQ 
OF BLUES
The United Kennel Club of America has 
lifted the disqualification of Blue and Longhair 
Weimaraners as of January 1, 2010. Blues and 
Longhairs will now be allowed to show 
alongside Grays. The UKC is a registry like 
AKC. This is  a positive step. It remains to be 
seen how this will affect other registries. You 
can register your Blue Weimaraner with both 
AKC and UKC. More analysis and information 
of how this affects us will be posted on the site 
this month.

SUPPORT RESCUE EFFORTS 
Get the Blue Weimaraner Club of America’s 

2010 Calendar. 

Click Here to Purchase 

Dogs feel very strongly 
that they should always go 
with you in the car, in case 

the need should arise for 
them to bark violently at 

nothing right in your ear. 
DAVE BARRY
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Photograph of Bowie by Leslie Nicole

PART II: TIPS TO GETTING BETTER PORTRAITS OF YOUR DOG

Continued on page 8

http://bwcoa.com/blue_weimaraner_calendar.htm
http://bwcoa.com/blue_weimaraner_calendar.htm
http://www.blueweimaranertoday.com/
http://www.blueweimaranertoday.com/
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Editor Leslie Nicole
with Ellie & Bella

• • •
2010! Can you believe it? Have you 
made your resolutions for the New 
Year? I have. Let’s see: I resolve to 
resume our training for field, 
obedience and agility. I promise I’ll do 
the dog nails every week. More than 
just a resolution, I’m excited about 
plans to expand Blue Weimaraner 
Today with new features.

POLITICS LIGHT ISSUE
I didn’t write much in this issue on 
the “Blue Situation.” I figured 
everyone would be too busy with the 
holidays to think of such things and I 
personally took some time off the site 
to work on house restoration and also 
got in some time laying around 
reading a mystery. 

TAKING STOCK & LOOKING AHEAD
Blues have been disqualified for more 
than 30 years. It would be easy to 
think “what’s the point, it won’t 
change.” I truly feel that we are in a 
unique and exciting time. We have 

three major sites on Blue 
Weimaraners and the first Blue 
Weimaraner Club. Today with all the 
social media available to us, we have 
the resources to make change. We can 
group together and get our word out. 
back in the early ‘70s, they had to 
print everything and mail it out. This 
was costly and time consuming and 
couldn’t be done more than quarterly.

Today, we have the power to get our 
message out via blogs, Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, Flickr, and more.

This month, The United Kennel Club 
(UKC) has lifted the disqualification 
for Blues. This is an encouraging sign. 

We can make a difference. Even 
by just subscribing to this site, 
Twitter and Facebook, you are 
making a difference. We start to 
form a collective body that gets 
listened to. Thank you for 
subscribing. I look forward to 
2010 together.

Welcome to a new decade. 
See you online.

Leslie Nicole

NEWSLETTER NOTES
Click on text to take you to the link 
online even if it’s not underlined. 
Resources don’t allow for a polished 
publication. My apologies for grammar 
and style errors.

Letter from the Editor & TOC

1.  Indoor Game

1.  Taking Better portraits

2.  Letter & TOC 

3.  Smarter Dog, Blu Mar

4.  Blues Rock!

5.  Thomas Merkle Photos

6.  Wallpapers, Resources

7.  “Winter Blues” photos 

8.  Portraits cont.

FROM THE EDITOR
Have a story, photo, video, or brag that you would like to have 
featured? Have an idea for an 
article or request for a feature? 

Please drop me a line! 
contact@blueweimaranertoday.com

Also, please send me the links to your personal blogs / sites / flickr, YouTube channel, etc.

COPYRIGHT & LEGAL
All photographs & copy in newsletter, blog, 
facebook, YouTube, etc are copyright 
protected. Please do not reproduce without 
express permission.

We are not professional trainers or health 
practitioners. Any information offered is in the 
spirit of sharing & should be followed at your 
own discretion or guidance of a professional. 

EDITER
Leslie Nicole

FIND US
www.blueweimaranertoday.com
Facebook
Twitter
YouTube (videos to come!)

BLUE 
WEIMARANER 

TODAY
VOLUME 2
ISSUE #1

Print them out, put them in a binder. 
Someday, this will be our history.

Newsletter is hyperlink enabled. Click to surf!

mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
http://www.blueweimaranertoday.com
http://www.blueweimaranertoday.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home%23/pages/BlueWeimaranerToday/158971637905?ref=nf
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home%23/pages/BlueWeimaranerToday/158971637905?ref=nf
http://twitter.com/blueweimtoday
http://twitter.com/blueweimtoday
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueWeimaranerToday
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueWeimaranerToday
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more obscure places. Under the covers, under a 
chair cushion. I’ve usually found that hiding things 
up high (not too high, they should still be able to 
reach it.) seems to be more challenging. I’ve even 
sometimes put a treat in a cardboard box that is 
taped up with a few holes in it, so they have to open 
the box to get the treat. For treats, I use small, 
home-made liver treats. Whatever you use, keep the 
portions small. You don’t want to give your dog an 
upset tummy or too many calories. Have fun!

by Leslie Nicole
Editor, BWT

Indoor Game 
continued from cover

THE BLU MAR: OUR HISTORY
Blues from our past to inspire you. 

Re-printed with permission from 
Blue Mar, which was a quarterly 
magazine for Blue Weimaraners 
produced from 1971–1973. Thank you 
Blu Mar for starting the journey.

There's no denying that dogs are smart. According to 
experts, however, you can do more than measure that 
intelligence. You can also increase it—and add to your 
dog's happiness in the process

A WORLD OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Dogs are natural learners, and our world is their 
classroom. They adapt to our lifestyles and schedules, 
learn our commands, and even understand our 
moods.Under that adaptive nature is a desire to please. 
Making you happy makes them happy. This provides 
many opportunities for training and learning. Teach your 
dog tricks and games, and take him places. Give him as 
many opportunities as possible to stimulate his mind 

Make Your Dog Smarter

while strengthening your relationship. You may find 
that your dog's IQ test scores actually increase!

SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT
The average dog can learn about 165 spoken words. 
Recently, German scientists reported that a 9-year-
old border collie named Rico actually knew the 
names of more than 200 objects—similar to the 
vocabulary of a 3 1/2-year-old child. A dog's 
understanding of our language and inflection can 
enable responses ranging from singular to more 
elaborate.

SO HOW DO YOU EXPAND YOUR DOG'S 
VOCABULARY?
According to Dr. Stanley Coren, author of The 

Intelligence of Dogs, you simply need to talk to your 
pet. "You should always use the same words for the 
same things and whenever you're doing any action 
which the dog is involved in, you tell the dog," he 
says. Dr. Coren also recommends using the dog's 
name before any command, and using the same 
commands every time.

HAPPINESS CAN BE LEARNED
A smarter dog is a happier dog. Learning can 
actually make your dog more confident—about 
himself and about his relationship with you. So 
help your dog expand his mind. It'll make you both 
feel better.

Reprinted with Permission from the Trinity Valley 
Weimaraner Club newsletter.
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BLUES ROCK!
WAGS AND BRAGS OF OUR AWESOME BLUES

BLUES 
ONLINE

YOUR PERSONAL SITES

Renée & Roxie BLOG
Renée & Roxie FLICKR

Zoë FLICKR

Leslie Nicole FLICKR

Send me your links

FAIRHAVEN’S AZURITE ZOË

I’ve long admired Thomas Merkle’s 
photographs of Zoë. A fortunate combination 
of a great photographer and a beautiful Blue 
Weimaraner results in stunning photographs 
that illustrate Zoë intimately and vibrantly. I 
asked Thomas if he would contribute an image 

for our wallpaper this month and he gave 
me the freedom to choose from his 
galleries. While browsing through his 
fantastic collection of Zoë photos on 
flickr, I couldn’t help but want even 
more photos for the newsletter. So, 
I’m pleased to present “Fairhaven’s 
Azurite Zoë” as our “Blue that Rocks” 
this month.

Zoë comes from the breeder, Fairhaven 
Weimaraners. Thomas and Nina flew 
all the way to California to bring Zoë to 
her new home in Düsseldorf, Germany. 

As evident from the photo set, Thomas 
affirms that Zoë likes to play, play, play. 
She plays in water, in snow, with other 
dogs, and also hunts for toys and treats 
hidden at home.

Get the T
BLUES ROCK! T-SHIRT

ON THE BLUE WEIMARANER TODAY STORE
various styles

Click Here shop now on Zazzle

Photo by Thomas Merkle

Continued page 5

In photos, Zoë looks so athletic and 
intense, but Thomas adds that she is 
mostly a very sweet, communicative 
girl and likes cuddles and massages. 

Germany is the parent breed club 
for Weimaraners under the FCI 
standard. The FCI is a canine pure-
breed registry (like the AKC in 
America) uniting many countries 
worldwide. Unfortunately, the FCI 
does not recognize the Blue coat 
variation. We’ll work on changing 
that, but it’s nice that we have such 
a lovely Blue representative in the 
birth place of Weimaraners.

Nina and Thomas with Zoë at different ages.

http://www.reneerox.com/
http://www.reneerox.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/reneeviehmann/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/reneeviehmann/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/leslie_nicole/sets/72157622843290760/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/leslie_nicole/sets/72157622843290760/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://fairhavens.com/
http://fairhavens.com/
http://fairhavens.com/
http://fairhavens.com/
http://www.zazzle.com/blues_rock_tshirt-235527704062353798
http://www.zazzle.com/blues_rock_tshirt-235527704062353798
http://www.zazzle.com/blues_rock_tshirt-235527704062353798
http://www.zazzle.com/blues_rock_tshirt-235527704062353798
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BLUES ROCK! Photos of Zoë by Thomas Merkle 

Click here for more Zoë photos on flickr

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/


Blue Weimaraner Today January 2010  6

Resources

• •

BLUE WEIMARANER SITES

Blue Weimaraner Today
The Blue Weimaraner 
Blue Weimaraner Club of America

FLICKR GROUP

Blue Weimaraners

APPROVED BREEDERS

Fairhaven Weimaraners
Touchstone Weimaraners

BLUE WEIM OWNER PRODUCTS

Cooper’s Collars
Cooper’s Collars Facebook Fan Page

TRAINING SITES

Steady with Style (field training)

RESCUE LINKS

BWCA rescue page

FROM MY ROLODEX:
B Naturals: Berte’s Holistic Products for Dogs and Cats.

This is a wonderful site with great products. I’ve found the service to be 
very good. Best of all though are the newsletters. Look at the top menu in 
yellow where it says “Newsletters and Recipes.” You’ll find a huge archive 
of information about holistic healthcare and diet for your canine friends. I 
highly recommend subscribing to the newsletters. 

Click here for the site.
Click here for the newsletters.

JANUARY WALLPAPERS
The desktop and phone 
Wallpapers are now ready 
to download. 

I hope you enjoy them! 

Let me know if you have 
any problems.

CLICK TO
DOWNLOAD

This month’s photo is generously 
provided by Thomas Merkle. This 
is Zoë. Read more about Zoë on 
page 4 under Blues Rock!. 

You can see more of Thomas’ 
photos of the gorgeous Zoë on his 
flickr feed.

Option: if you have the 
capabilities to work with a 
layered photoshop file, you are 
welcome to the master file to drop 
your own photo’s in the frame. 

Just drop me a line via email 
requesting the file.

The only food he has 
ever stolen has been 
down on a coffee 
table. He claims that 
he genuinely believed 
it to be a table meant 
for dogs.
JEAN LITTLE

IMPORTANT NOTE:
I have moved the wallpapers to a different address. 
Update your bookmarks if needed.

Please feel free to recommend that friends and family sign up to 
receive the newsletters. Thank you. :-)

http://www.blueweimaranertoday.com/
http://www.blueweimaranertoday.com/
http://www.blueweimaraner.com/
http://www.blueweimaraner.com/
http://bwcoa.com/
http://bwcoa.com/
http://www.flickr.com/groups/blueweimaraners/
http://www.flickr.com/groups/blueweimaraners/
http://www.fairhavens.com/
http://www.fairhavens.com/
http://touchstoneweimaraners.com/
http://touchstoneweimaraners.com/
http://www.etsy.com/shop/cabincreekarts
http://www.etsy.com/shop/cabincreekarts
http://www.facebook.com/cooperscollars?ref=nf
http://www.facebook.com/cooperscollars?ref=nf
http://steadywithstyle.com/
http://steadywithstyle.com/
http://bwcoa.com/rescue.htm
http://bwcoa.com/rescue.htm
http://www.b-naturals.com/
http://www.b-naturals.com/
http://www.b-naturals.com/index.php?main_page=newsletters
http://www.b-naturals.com/index.php?main_page=newsletters
http://web.me.com/leslie_nicole/BWTwallpapers/WallPapers/WallPapers.html
http://web.me.com/leslie_nicole/BWTwallpapers/WallPapers/WallPapers.html
http://web.me.com/leslie_nicole/BWTwallpapers/WallPapers/WallPapers.html
http://web.me.com/leslie_nicole/BWTwallpapers/WallPapers/WallPapers.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jesuspark/collections/72157600001212658/
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=Wallpaper%20Files
mailto:contact@blueweimaranertoday.com?subject=Wallpaper%20Files
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ROXIE Racy Red Roadster. 
Photo by Renée Viehmann

REMY
A cozy Blue sweater for a lovely Blue Boy.

Photo by Michelle Adkins

Winter
Blues

Next Month

FIELD WORK FEBRUARY
Your Blue Weim either training for 

Field, hunting or just pointing.

BELLA AT 4 MONTHS
Hey, where’s the syrup for my snow cone! 
Photo by Angie Robertson

There is no psychiatrist 
in the world like a puppy 
licking your face. 
Ben Williams

ELLIE Snow Nose. Photo by Leslie Nicole

BELLA TODAY. 1 YEAR OLD. 
Still Pretty in Pink. Photo by Angie Robertson

HOLLY 
Postcard Perfect in a Winter Wonderland.  
Photo by Teri Tucker

HIRSH  A Merry Gentleman in a dashing scarf. 

Photo by Jane Isenberg

ZOË  Geared up for a snowy day in Germany.

Photo by Thomas Merkle

THE “SPIRIT” OF WINTER
Spirit. Photo by Treesha Moorberg
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I’m Ready for my Close-up continued from the cover

shoot, but it’s important to refrain from scolding. When 
you scold, your dog thinks it’s being punished and you 
will get photographs of your dog with its ears back. If 
your dog is well trained you may want to say in a 
neutral voice “uh-uh” if they start to move, but really 
it’s best to concentrate on your dog’s successes more 
than its failures. They will catch on quickly that they 
get lots of praise and even some treats for staying still.

TEACH “WATCH ME”
Another useful command to teach is “Watch Me.” This 
is also a useful command in general for getting your 
Weim’s attention. I hold my hand up to my forehead, 
palm outwards and say “Watch Me.” In the beginning 
and from time to time, put a treat in the hand that you 
have up to your forehead. Treat when they look you in 
the face. 

PERK UP YOUR EARS
To get an alert portrait with ears perked up, do 
something to engage the attention of your dog. This can 
be done in various ways. See which work best with 
your dog(s).

 Crumple a potato chip bag.
 Hold up a ball or toy that the dog loves.
 Use a squeaky toy.
 Throw something to the side, like a hat.
 If your dog is well-trained to stay, throw a bird in the 

air (like a chukar from field training). Now that gets a 
Weimaraner’s attention!

HAVE A HELPER
Another person can be a big help if you have a friend or 
family member that the dog feels comfortable with. 
While you are concentrating on being ready to capture 
that elusive “moment” have your helper handle the 
treats and attention getters.

KEEP IT FUN AND TAKE FREQUENT BREAKS
Remember to take play breaks or just stop and give a 
treat and some praise. Stop before the dog gets 
restless. It’s better to treat when it is being “good” than 
when it’s bored and restless.

THANK GOODNESS FOR DIGITAL
It is normal that most of your photos will be blurry, 
badly composed or a wonderful study of yawns and 
closed eyes. Take a lot of photos. It’s been said that the 
difference between a good photographer and a great 
photographer is that the great one knows how to edit. 
It may be that in a series of 50 photographs only 2 are 
really good. Finally, the more you photograph, the 
more at ease your dog will become.

Portraits of Bowie des Perles d’Artemis, TAN, CACS. 
Bowie is from my kennel and lives in Southwestern 
France with a wonderful family. He has a gray “big 
brother” named Ayleen. They both hunt regularly. 

by Leslie Nicole
Editor, BWT

Note: Texture background in cover photo from pareeerica 

DOG PORTRAITS: KEEP ’EM HAPPY AND ENGAGED
Here are two portraits taken of Bowie. The first is in the beginning of the photo 
shoot. He is nervous as you can tell from his folded back ears. With a little 
patience, praise, treats, and a few tricks, you can see in the second portrait Checklist

1. Teach Sit & Stay

2. Lots of Praise

3. Treats

4. Engage

5. Keep it short & fun

taken towards the 
end of the session 
that he is now 
engaged and relaxed. 
Bowie’s “Dad” helped 
out by holding up 
treats and getting 
him to stay in place.

Before & After Portraits

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8078381@N03/sets/72157603745560932
http://www.flickr.com/photos/8078381@N03/sets/72157603745560932

